
Mn/DOT Travel Demand Modeling Coordinating Committee

Draft Meeting Summary – February 7, 2008 – Arden Hills Training Center
Committee Members Present

Jonette Kreideweis, Mn/DOT TDA

Gene Hicks, Mn/DOT TDA

Susan Moe, FHWA

Gerald Libbe, FHWA

Mark Flinner, Mn/DOT TDA – Provided this meeting’s summary

Chu Wei, MN/DOT TDA

Jim Henrickson, MN/DOT Metro

Steve Wilson, SRF Consulting

Steve Ruegg, PB Consultants

Mark Filipi, Metropolitan Council

Jonathan Ehrlich, Metropolitan Council

Ron Chicka, Duluth – Superior MPO  
Tom Faella, LaCrosse/LaCrescent Area Planning Council

Other Attendees

Frank Pafko, MN/DOT
Brian Gage, MN/DOT

Colby Brown, Citilabs Inc.

Praveena Pidaparthi, Iteris

Absent

Chris Moates, Mn/DOT District 6 – Rochester 

Dave Then, St. Cloud Area Planning Office 

Bob Paddock, Metropolitan Council

Jaime Sloboden, SEH Consulting

Kate Garwood, Anoka County 
Vishnu Garg-Meyer, Mohaddes Associates

Bob Byers, Hennepin County 

Brian Isaacson, Mn/DOT Metro District 

John Crawford, URS Corporation
Greg Gaides, Parsons 

Terry Humbert, Mn/DOT District 3 – Brainerd 

Phil Wheeler, Rochester Council of Governments 
Statewide Model Feasibility Research Status Report – Gene Hicks
The researcher has been asked to interview people who are in higher management and who are decision makers since they might have been underrepresented in the original survey.
Climate Change Energy Policy and the MN Climate Advisory Group Recommendations – Frank Pafko - MNDOT
The presentation focused upon the recommendations that have been made to-date by the Minnesota Climate Change Advisory Group.  Particular recommendations affect MNDOT more than others.  Topics within the Transportation and Land Use recommendations included: Expand Transit Infrastructure, Climate Friendly Pricing, Fix It First Investment Policy, Freight Mode Shifts, Infrastructure Management, Heavy Duty Idle Reduction, and Reduce Speed Limits.
Not all of the recommendations were supported by MNDOT.

Conversation following the presentation included statements like:  

· Fundamental changes are difficult to predict, 
· The percent of journey to work trips in the peak hour has dropped, 
· How can we quantify how each of the greenhouse gas measures will affect change and how much?

· How do we provide incentives to reduce travel demand?
To see the complete PowerPoint presentation, go to www.dot.state.mn.us/tda/html/mtdmcc.html.
Implementation of the Access Management Manual – Brian Gage - MNDOT
The latest modifications to the Access Management Manual include a process flow, clarification of roles, and criteria for deciding when traffic impact studies (TIS) are recommended or required.  Materials presented are found on the web site at www.oim.dot.state.us/access/.  
Comments and observations included:
· Is there interest by local governments and agencies in emulating or taking from these new standards?

· Trip generation data and needs are being reviewed because of the manual

· Optimal signal spacing and timing supports good access management

· MNDOT has clearer authority vis-à-vis the published thresholds for TIS however Wisconsin’s thresholds are different
Highlights of CUBE 5.0 and the Newly Integrated ARCGIS Functionality – Colby Brown - Citilabs
A presentation and demonstration of Version 5.0 was offered.  Upgrading to 5.0 can be done with a maintenance download from Citilabs.  The new version presents transportation agencies with new opportunities to enhance their work through the following means (to name a few):
· Embedding ARCGIS within CUBE base supports personal geodatabases.
· CUBE is now more than just a modeling suite (more of a Transportation Information System that can be shared)
· While the rules to maintain model networks are still managed by CUBE, links and nodes and stored in separate feature classes.
· DB1 allows relational database logic thus expanding what information can be manipulated and computed for innovative modeling.
· There is an enhanced capability for transactional editing.
· Multiple year and multiple network scenarios can be maintained in one “master” network and database.
· Managing multiple TAZ boundary layers are possible.

Is there an interest in this group to hear more about network conflation?

Discussion points included:
CUBE 5 supports Python and .dll for more sophisticated geoprocessing.  Additionally, ARC/GIS core objects and libraries are available to developers within CUBE even though CUBE does not provide full ARC/GIS licensing.

Multiple .mxd configurations are more easily saved through print setup.

If the license is owned, Dynamism animations can be exported to play in Windows with interactive capabilities (angle of view, etc.).

Round Robin

· Some of us are facing 100 year forecast horizons (e.g. the Dresbach Bridge and a 4 vs. 6 lane design).
· Virginia has developed a “Highway Ranking Model” to help rank modeled projects with varying costs and benefits.  A link to a presentation by Virginia’s Bill Mann can be found at www.dot.state.mn.us/tda/html/mtdmcc.html.
Next meeting : May 28, 2008, 10:00 – Arden Hills Training Center
Potential Future Agenda Items

Learn more about other States’ experiences using MicroSimulation and federal guidance.

NCHRP 12-76 

The role of Land Use Scenarios in Modeling

Share what we learn from other statewide modeling groups and consider meeting together with Iowa/Wisconsin.
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- 1 -


